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[iE OPZRAIIONS CF COMPARY B, 232KD INFANTRY
{(42ND INFARTRY DIVISICN) IN THE DLFENSE OF
B RUITE AIVER, HIRTH OF STRASBOURG, ALSAQE,
24 DECEKBER 1944-18 JARUARY 1945
- (RHINELAKXD CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Zxperience of a Rifle Company Tomsander)

QI IENTATICN

INTRODUCT I0KN

Thies monograph covars the ovperations of 2 Company, 232nd
Infantry, Task Porce Linden, during the period 2# December 1544
to 18 Janusry 1945. This action incorporates tﬁé occupation of
defensive positions in GFFELDOAF, STATMATTEN and SxSSELHZIM, F@ARC&,
the cbnduct of the defense of these towns to include counteraﬁtaqks
to regain them after losing them due to enemy action.

It will be nscessary to discuss briefly the svents that led
up to'this action, to include the larger units invelved so that the
readér may understand the scilon clearly.

On 15 Aursust 1944 the Seventh Army, under the command of Lt.
Ceneral Alaxandgr M. Patch, asssulted the shores of sduthern FRailCh
in the vicinity of ST. TRCPEZ with three divisione sbreest, the 3rd,
36th and 45th. (1) This operation known as DRAGOON, drove north
through Southern FRANCE, and on 11 September 1944 made petrol contact
witﬁ General Patton's Third Army weat of DIJON. Contact in force
was made on 21 September 1944 in the vicinity of ZPINAL, FHANGE. (2)
The drive continued, generally to the northeast, afiter junctioning with
the Third Army, and by 16 December 1944 elements of the Seventh Army
had crossed the Gérman border, in the vicinity of NEIDEASCHLETENBACH,
SCHJ/EIGHOFEL!, SCHEIRENHARD end BERG. (See Mep A)

The assault in the ARDENNES launched by the nermans 15 December

1944 was destined to halt the brilliant drive of the Seventh Army.

(1) A-5, p. 145
(2) A-1, p. 66




On 21 December 1944, the Séventh Army received orders to halt the
defensive and dig in. (5) To relieve Third Army for the maximum
effort, againstrthe German threat, Seventh Army's left boundry wes
._extended to the.left to ST. AVOLD. (See Map B). Its frontage

rnow extended eightj four miles westward from the REINE. (4) The
shift fook four days and was completed on 25 December, during which
time little action took pl#ce other than the shifting of poaitiﬁns
by both the ferman and American forces. Positions were adjusted
in the VI Jorps area, generally along the traces of the MAGINOT LINE.
(See Map B). VI Corps area waa.occupiéd by the 79th and 45th
‘Divisions and Task Forces Herron, Hudleson and Linden. The Linden
and Herron Task Forces were composed of the Infantry Regiment only

of the 42nd and 70th Divisions respectively.

THE BACKGROUND OF TASK FORCE LINDEN

* A critical need for Infant}y troops to aseist in the Winter
operatione of the U.S. Armies in EURCPE in late 1944, necessitated
the shipment of Infantry elements only qf gaveral Infantry.Divisions
in the Zon:z of Interior to that Theater immediately. (Cne of those
units whosa Infantrj_elementa wera shipped in advance of the remainder
of the Division, was the 42nd Infantry Division. The 42nd ﬁivision
wae activated in July 1943, and began basic training of 1ts fillers
in October 1943. 2y January 1944 basic trainins wes completed and
unit training was begﬁn. Shortly theresfter, the Division wes
" besieged with requests for men qualifiéa for overseas shipment to be
transferred £o-other units. By April 1944 the three Infantry
regiments hed ahipbed out more than 5500 men. (5) These men were
replaced by men from specialiste training schools, the Air Force and

branches of the service other than Infantry. The requests did not

A=5, p. 404

(3)
(4) -5, p. 495
(5)

A"lls B- 5




ceage héwsver, and many of these renlacements were shipped opt
after receiving only short refresher coursés in basic treining.

The Division wee becoming, in effect, 8 Replacement Training Center.
(6) This procedure continued until 14 Gcfobeg 1944 when the
Division receivéd orders to stop all other training and prepare

the three Infantry Regiments for overseas shipment. ¥en were to
complate all POM requirements. (7)

Cn 25 November 1944, ths three Infantry Regiments under the
command of Rripadier SJeneral Henning Linden, the assistant Division
Commander, and.hurriedly assembled small steff, embarked at New
York and sailed for.Europd. ' The grester part of the men had little
more than six weeks unit treining at this time. Cfficers and men,
who in meny instances had met only a few weeks or evesn days before,
were movine out as & unit for conbat. This is the unit whose actions
will be describsd on the followingvpagea. (8) |

THZ GENERAL SITUATION

Task Porce Linden arrived in the Port of MARSSILLE, FRALCE on
7 December 1944 and debarked on 8 December. Movement to DELTA BASE
sterine area, fifteen milea'nofthiof MARSZILLE, was accgmplishéd by
foot and motor.

Upon arrival at the bivoume ares, which wes locatsd on a ﬁind-
swept snd stony hill, the units busied themeelves unpacking the
zquipment which sccompanied the troops. Unite at this times were up
to full TOLE less the vehicles which were isaued a few days later.
Troops were lssyed, also at this time, itemé of winter combat eqﬁip-
ment , which included shoe pacs, extra hsavy wool socks, pile lingra
for field jackets, and combat trousers.

Combat efficiency, considering the lack of training, could be

(5) A-2, p. 471
(7) a-11, ». 8
(8) Personal knowledge.
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rated as satisfactory. Morale was good, and everyone seemed eager

to move out for their Firet combet experience. On 20 December 194k
the unite moved out by motor and rail, Qith STRASBIURG, ALSACE as its
destination. . The bulk of the units closed into STRASIUURG on 23
December. - -

The Task Force originelly was destined for the Tth Army. Orders
wefe recelved on 15 December transferring the unit.from the Yth‘to the
3rd Army- | On 20 Deqambér the Task Force was transferred baék to the
7th Army initially for s few hours under 15th Corps, and then as Tth
Army reserve. Tth Army crdered Te.sk Fo;cé Linden, 6n 21 December,
to tae over the ANINE RIVIR sector in thd zone of the 35th Division.
This sachtor extended from HERLESHEIIM on the north, to PLOB3HIIM on
the squfh, inclgéing ihe city of STRASBOURG. (See-M&E B). The miésion
of the Task Fores ﬁas to oc;upy ths west bank of the RHINZ RIVER, to
locate and destroy enemy patrolas in that area and to prevent enemy
patrols from infiltrating ;crose the river.

general Linden disposed the three Regiments as follows: 242nd
Infantry to occupy positions south of STRASSCURG, 232nd Infantry to
occuvy nositions rorth of STRASBIURG, 222nd Infanﬁry.to occury ?oaitiona
in the city of STRA&EQURG, (See Map B). Adiacent, unit; weré Task
Force Herron on the north, with e similar mission, and éleﬁents of the
let French Army on the south, with the mission éf containing the Gerﬁans
in the CCLYMAR poc'rat.

Znemy activity prior to, and at the start of Task Force Linden's
overations, was negligible'oth;r than occeasional enemy patrols. .Th;a
inactivity was short-lived, ending when the enemy mounted a major offensive
in the STRAS?@?RG ﬁrea‘on £ January 1945, ?his offensive was tp be lmown

as Operation Nordwind, and was designed to retake STRa3BOUAG, and the




SAVERNE GAF from the Allies. (See Map )

It had been the intention of 7th Army to place Task Porce Linden
ina relétively‘quiet sector, but circumstances mede this sector a
point of bitter fighting. (9)

DISCCSITIC:S ALD PLAJS OF THE 23%2ND IHFANTRY

The Regiment planned to dimpose all three 3Battalions on line.
Necessity for this was dictated by the excessive frontage assigned the
Regiment, which extepded from HERALISHEIM on the north to STRASBOURG

on the south; exclusive. (dee lap D) The terrain in the aresa was
| £lat, but cut up with cansls, rivers and patches of woods. = Although
this ﬁype of terrain would permi£ the occupation of maximum frontagee,
the assignsd frontage would oﬁly permit the physical occupation of
emall towns and other key terrain features in the area. The weather
was very ccld and damp, with almost & éontinuous overcast. During
the last ten days of the operation described, appfoxim&tely two inches
of snow fell.

TARRATION

THE OCCUPAT 10N AND DEFENSE JF OFFENDORF, GAMBSHEIM AND STRASBOURG

The let Pattalion, 232nd Infantry arrived in STRASIOURG juaﬁ -
prior to derimess, on 23 December, end was billsted in & school building,
in the heart of the city. Upon arrival there, the Company GOmménders
were alerted that the Pattalion was moving out the next day, to relieve
elemente of the 35th Division on the line north of STAASBOURG.

At 0720, 24 Dscémher 1944, B Compeny Commender was informed that
hie compeny was to relieve elements of the 35th Divisioﬁ in the town -
of CFFINDORF.  (See ¥apn D) Attached to © Comvany would be ons -
section of heavy machine guns frem D Company. At this.time B Company

inguired ae to the availability of ammunition in as much &8 the total

(9) A"s: Fe 598
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amount of emmmition possessed by his Company was one clip'of M-1
rifle ammunition ver weapon. He was informed that none wes
available, but ammnition would be issued as guickly as it could he .
att&ined.

At arnroximately 1000 houres, = Compeny wes loaded in emphibious
trucks of the 850th-Am@hibious Truck Company, and moved ?ut of
STRASBOURE to effect the relief at OFFZIDOURF. - As the coluﬁn approached.
GAMBSEZIM, juet south of OFFENDCRF, (See Map D) it wes halted and
dispcrsed_a: GAMBSHEIM was under enemy ar£illery firé. The R CJompany
commander moved fprward_by jeepland contacted the Battalion Commander
in GAMBSHIIM. Directions ware received io proceed by jeep to
CFFLLDCAF and arrange for relief of the unit there.: (ontact was then
made with e)ements of Jompany F, 143rd Infentry, and arrangements were
-made for immedimte relief. 3 Company Gommandef's concern for additional
ammunitior. was greatly relisved when arrangements were méde with the
relisved unit %o leave all of their excess ammunition on position.

The relief wae accowplished by infiltration and was completed by
1700 hours. ‘jork was begun immediately to improve positions and to
prspare additibnal ones. A motorized_patrol wee organized and given
the mission of patrolling to HERRLISHEIM on the north (See Mer D), which
was unoccupled, and to GAﬁBSHEIM to_the south, which wﬁs occupiéd by
Battalion Command Post and ¢ Company. A Company at this time was
located in.KILSTETT and LA WANTZENAN, the.Command Post being located
in the latter.

The first ni-ht in the line, which was Christmas Eve, passed
~without incident other than overeager riflemen and machine gunners
firing ﬁt ruetling leaves and foraging rahhité. Due to the bitter cold,

men were.rotated in their fox holes, leaving the positions only half




manned .

At ddwn on 25 December, a combat patrcl wes crganized to move
down to the RHINZ RIVEIR with the mission of destroying any énemy
patrols in our srea, and to ohserve enemy a?tivity on the east bank
of the RHINZ RIVER.  The patrol moved to the river without incident,
where they remained all day, where they observed the enemy'imprOQing
his positions on the east benk of the RHIFE. Thia procedure was
repeatéd daily until 27 December, during which time a considerable
amount of information concerning enemy poeitions was obtained and
forwarded to higher headquartera.. |

Zarly 27 December, the Company wes alerted to relleve elements
of the 222nd Inféntry in the gity of STRASBUURG. An advance party wes
dispatched immediately to make arrangements for the relief which wes
to take place by 2400 hours, 27 December. This movemént wee the first
of a series of most disconcerting moves, which for the most part, left-—.
the Gompany in & state of confusion &g to our situation, end the enemy's.
Thie first move was a result of the Regiment Being reiieved in its
northern sector by elements of Task Force Herron.

The company moved out by motor at 1500 hours on 27 December and
proceeded to STHASBOU&G, and the relief was effected by 2200 hours.
The positions occupisd by B Company were on a man-made island in the
4172 RIVER, which wes sepsrated from STRASSCURG proper by e cenal. The
balance of the night was spent in an attempt to organize the position,
which was =0 extensive that it reguired three platoons on line. Daylight
 on 28 December found the Company fairly well orgaﬁized with wire
communications into all three platoon command posts. The speed in
occupying theee positions can be attributed to a largé axtent to a

German loudspeaker set up on the east bank of the river, which repsated




at intervals,."We're coming back on the 28th, Yanks! " This meant thet
they were going to attempt to retske STRASBOURG that very day.

This threat however, was of short duration, for at 1100 hours, on
the 28th, the Company was ordered to load up and proceed back to GAMBSHEIM.
The relief by Task Force Herron had been chenged and the Regiment head
been ordered bacikk to its origihial positions north of STRASAUAG. B
Company moved out of STRASBOURG with no reluctance, by motor, and arrived
in GAMBSHEIM at approximataly 1700 hours, 28 December.. The Rattalion
Gommgnder pleced A and C compenies on the line. .B Company was to be in '
. reserve in GAMBSIHIINM, where the Battalion CP was located. g Company's
mission was to defend GAMBSHEIM, nrepare and rehearse three counterattack
plans, and aesist 4 and C Companies in their patrol missions.

The company became busily engagad in carrying out its asaigne&
wiesions, but four days later, on 1 Jarmmary 1945, the Battélion we.g
alerted for another move. An enemy threat south of STRASBOURG, caused
the 222nd Infantry to be moved into that area, with the 23%32nd Infantry .
taking cver the arse vacated.by the 2é2nd, in and sround north of STRASBUURG.
This movs extended{:;'aegimentul front to nineteen miles. (10) To cover
this front the 2nd and 3rd PRattalions were placed on the line, and the
lst Pettelion was held in reserve in SOUFFEL4ZYIRSHEIN. (Ses Map D).

Company closed into S@UFFELJEIﬁRSHEIM at aprroximately 1500 hours on
2 January 19&5. Upon arrival tﬁere, B Company Cormander wes immediateiﬁ
informed that the Rattalion was moving out that night to rslieve eleﬁénts
of 274th Infentry in the towns of SCUFFLEUHEIN, STATTHMATTEN and DAUSENEEIM.
(See Map D). | |
QCCUFATION AMD DEFENSE OF STATTMATTEN

The movenment to effect thisAreiief was t0 begin immediately after

(10) &a-11, p. 15 -
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darkness, on 2 Jamuary, @nd was to be complsted by 0500 hours of

3 Janusry. B Qompany was to relieve the troops in STAPEMAETEN.
This move'eﬁtended the Regimental front to thirty three ﬁiles, with
its north bouhdary at KOENIGSBRUCK. (11)' (See vap D).

Tomsdistely after darknees, 2 January, E Jomrany moved out,
loaded again on lumbsring and unwieldly amphibious trucks. The
colum moved without incident to SOUFFLIFHEIM, arriving there at
0100 hours on 3 Januafy, wheré it was met by a guide from the 274th
Infantry vho wae to qﬁide the comvany to STATTMATTENT Approximétely
" three miles out of SOUFF.2RHEIM, the guide confessed that he was lost. -
This pressnted a problem in that the foad was very narrow with deep
ditches on both sides. 7 Amphibious trucks require & tremendous turn
around space. After a lengthy recomnaissance on fool, 2 Company
éommander found a suitable turn around space in a large field. Upon
comhietion of turn around, the Compeny proceeded to STaTTHATTLEN,
arriving *“here at 0400 hours. The relief wes completed by 0500 hours
end the rslieved ﬁnit moved out; During the relief the ogly enemy
infqrmatidn obtained from the unit Commander being relieve&, wes that
there were no rdermans bétween STATTMATTEN and the RAINE.

| % Qompany now occupied a froﬁt extending from the town AULMASIM
on.the north to the scuth edge of the woods just nortq of DRUSANHEIM.
(Ses Map 1). Physical cccupation of such & frontage wag impossible.

It was decided to defend strong pointe at AUE.HIIM and STAT [WAITEN, and
rpatrol by.jeep from STATTMATTEN 4o DAUSENHALIM, which was occupied by
A Company. ¢ Company on the left, occupied SCUFFLERHEIM and patrolled
north to KOZLIG3IBRUCK. The 3rd platoon of B Compeny tock up posltions

in AUE.HZIM.  The remsinder of ths Jompany, with one section of

(11) a-1%, p. 15
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heavy machine‘guhs attached, took up positions in and eround
STAT!MATTEN,'utilizing one. pill-box in the area which was part of
the MAGINCT LINZ. The kitchen and supply was moved into a achool
building in the center of STATTMATTEN.  New positions were dug and

an sttempt to provide for the all around defense of STATTMAITEN was

-begun.

On 4 Januery, & patrol was organized'to move acroas the ﬂDDER
RIVER, proceed throush the woods east of STATTHATTIN and locate the
enemy, revorted by civilians to be in FUidl LIAIS, two snd & half
miles east of STATTMATTEN. The patrol réturned in aprroximately
three hours, rsporting thet they had encountered & strong enemy patrol
when they arrived at the eastern edge of the woods. (See Mep E). The
sneﬁy patrol was caught in the open, and the B Compeny ﬁatrbl hed

inflicted an unknown smount of casualties before.withdrawing. The

. Company motor patrcl meenwhile, had recormoltered the town of

DALEUNDEN anpd reported it unoccupied by enemy.

On 5 January the enemy crossed the RHINE RIVEIR, north of
SPRASBOURZ, attacked and captured GAMBSHEIM, OFF:NDORF and HERRLISHEIM.
This bfidgehead was established by a force about the.strength of an.
Infantry Repiment. It contained two battalions of 38 troopers. They
were supported by twenty tanks and self-propélled guns, 81 and 120mm
mortars, self-proPelled 75mm anti-tank guns, 75mm field Howltzers and
artillery. (12) This enemy action became known as the GAMBSHSIM
bridgehead. fhia bridgehead, in the attempt to push north, attacked

Company in DRUSERHEIM. As & result of thie action, B Company was
ordered to send one rifle platoon to support A Compeany. The lst
platoon was chosen for this mission and moved out immediately to join

A Company . This left the 2nd platoon, the weapons platoon, and the
Pl

(12) A-11, p- 15
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heavy mechine gun section in STATTHATTEN.

At 1700 hours on 5 January, the pillbox occupied by R Company
wes attackaa by an enemy patrol, but after an exchange of fire, withdrew.
In anticination of a nirht attack, B Company Commander reshuffled what
rexained of the Company into & more compact perimefer of the town.

"he 3rd Flatoon in AUENHEIY, meanwhile, had repdrted no enemy action
in its ares.

Ae aniicipated, the enemy abtacked at 2300 hours that night, with
the strencrth of a reinforced Company. (13) The main effort was launched :
againet the north side Qf STATTMATTEN. At aporoximately @O0 hours the
enemy captured & company s@rongpoint, congisting of a BAR‘team and three
riflemen, which was defending the west side of_thé town. This was a
turning point of the battle, and scon the snemy had captured the western.
half of the town, cutting the company completely.off. By 0200 hours all
wire énd radio communication was out, and the Company Commander, moving
about in an éttempt to influsnce the fire fight, haed become separated
from his command groui by the enemy. I£ was decided to mske an sattempt
to-contact the Battalion aﬁd iﬁform them of the situaticn. At 0430 the
Sompany Commander obtsined four volunteers and broke through the enemy
encirclement. At daylirht the group commendeered & civilian vehicle in
STISENHZIM end proceeded toward Ratialion Headguarters which was in
SCEINHOFFON. (See Map D). As ths group spprosched SOHIRHOFPCON ?t
encountered the Rattalion Commander, Lt. Colonel Bries C.W. Custer, with
a amall.force.which he had muatéréd: with the intention of recépturing
STATTMATTTAN. This force consisted of a platoon of lirht tenks from
Company D 78lst Tank Pattalion, and approximetely fiftéen riflemen: QlA)

The pattalion Commander wes informed of the situstion as the B Company

(13) Personal knowledge obtained from captured enemy.
(14) vPercon=al knowledrs.
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group joined with the Hatfalion £Toup .

As ths ecroup approached STATTMATTIN, the enemy opened up with
erall arme fire coming from the Qest side of the téwn. The Pattalion
Commander moved up the licht tenke and fired fifteen minutes of
preparatory fire with the 75mm guns and the machine guns mounted in the
tanks. This action caught the enemy by surprise. The foot elemente
and the tarks, led by-Lt. Jolonel Juseter, then moved in to assault the
town. A series of swift snd intense fire fichts ensued, but with the
tank assistances, STATIMATTEN waes resscured at 0930 hours, one hour after
the Gounter—attack.bsgan. The rescued men of B Comrany began mopping -
up immediately. Tnemy casuslties for this‘action amounted to approx-
imately thirty killad and eixty six capitured. R Company's casualiies
were four killed, six wounded and six captured. Among thoee killed was
let Lt. ¥illiem C. Glark, the Company Hxecutive Officer. (15)

OCCUATTICN AWD DEFE 35 OF SESSANHZIM

It wae decided by Regiment that SESSENHEIM was a more favorable
town to defend than STATTMATTEY, and at 1500 hours 6 January 1945, 3
Coﬁfany was ordered to move back and defend SISSENHEIM.  (Ses Map D)
C Company, at the same time, was moved from SOUFFLINHZIM to RUNZZ.HEIM
and AUZNHIIY. (Bee Map D). This relieved the 3rd Platoon of Company
B in AUEEHEIM, which returned to SESSEIEEIM and rejoinsd the Company on
7 Jenuary. Work was begun inmediately to organize defensive positions
in and around SISSZNHIIM, with outposts being established in STATTMATTEN
and DENCZELSEZIM,

Meanwhile, enemy pressure on A Company in DRUSZEHZIM had increased.
This pressure was released by the 2nd Battalionm, 314th Infantry, which
attacked to the scuth of DRAUSANHIIM in an effort to contain the enemy

exploitation of the GAMBSHZIM Bridgehsad. This attack was successful 2

(15) Personal knowledge.
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and resulted in the release of the lst Platoon of B Company from
attachment to A Company.  The platoon returnsd %o B Company in
SE358HAIM on & Jamuery, and was placed in position on the line around
the town. At the same time, K Company from the 3rd Battalicn, 232nd
VInfantry, was moved iﬁto position in the BCIS de SESSENHEIM CSee Map E)
between B Cowmpany and DRUSZNELIM. This shoftened B Company's frontage,
considerabfy. The front now extended from the north edge of the BDIé
de SE8B8LNHAIM to the southern edge of BOIS de RDJNTZENHEIM,_& distance
of about three thousand yards. : -
Company strength was now aporoximately one hundred and fifty five. |
(15) Attachmgnté gt this timg consisted of one heavy machine gun section,
one platoon of 57mm anti-tenk and a VI Gorps Artillery Forward Observer
Team. A ’ | . ) _\
It was decided that to best defend éESSENHEIM, due to the numerocus
approaches, a parimeter defense of the enti;e town would be nscessary.
Thie wes accomplished by placing all three platoons in the perimeter with
2 small reserve held mobile iq.tﬁe center of the tqwn.' Due to the
extreme cold, positions were estebliched in bulldings, other than those
protecting the anti-tank and heavy machine puns. ° This was definitely a -
mistake. The enti-tank guns were pleced so es to cover tank approaches -
from the north and east. The héavy'm&cﬁine puns were tied in with the
li}hﬁ.machine gung of the weanons platoon, so as to cover the entire front
of the town. leateral wire commnication wae sstablished with K Company
on the right and C Jompany on the left. Foot patrols maintained physical
contact with X Company during darkness. The contact point being a
MAGINGT LINS pillbox on the north edge of the 30I3 de SESSEWEEIM. The

outpostes in SIATTMATTEN and DENGELSHEIM consisted of five men each. VWire

{15) Persoral knowledge.
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was laid to both outposts and to each platbon CP;

8 and G Janﬁary pasesd without incident in the B Compeny sector.
Tn HAT 3, seven miles north of SESSZKHLIM, however, the enesmy launched
a girong Infentry and tenk attack on the 9th and were succeésful in
occurying half of the town. (17)

At 050C hours on 10 Jamuary, the outpost in 3TA IMATTEN reported by
phene that an enemy patrol of twenty men was approaching the town from
the wooda to the east. The outpost Commander reportedlﬁhe exact
formation of tﬁe vatrol and deseribsd tneir equipment. The outpost
being on the second floor of the house was in a moét advantagecue position
with no obstrustion bstween them and the enemy patrol. é Company Cammandef,
honing Lo get the entirse patrol, directed thre outpést to hold their fire
until the ere-y was annroximetely one hundred yards away. In a few
minutes the oubtoost commender reported that the patrol was within the
preccribed range. He was ordered té open firé. Not & round was fired.
The Gomﬁany Commander frantical;y tried to regain contac£ with the outpost,
hut was unéucdessful. Shortly thereafter} the telephone Qire was cut.
The 1st platoon wae ordered to move out immediately to attack STATTLATIEN
end regain the outpost. Uvon arrival there the platoon found the town

clear of enemy and also the five-man outpost.

+d
a3
(]

period 11 throurh 15 Januéry wag uneventful, and adventege weas
talen of this lull to improve positions in and around SE83ENIEIM. K
Comnany on the right, in the meantime, had encountered several patrol
gkirmishes, and renorted that the enemy was building up a concentration .
of troope in the town of DALHUNDEN and the woods to the north of the town. -
(See Map E). o

tn 15 Jenuary at 0800 houfs, ths enemy ﬁttaéked from the woods north

of DALHU.DIN and captured DEuGILSHEIM. - The outpost reperted before the . o0

(17) A-11, p. 21
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wire was euf that the force consisted of arproximately seventy men.
To nrevent a build-up of enemy f{oreces in DENGE;%HEIM it was mandatory
that a counterattack be 1aunch¢d immediately. Due to & critical
éhortage of artillery smmunition at that time, it became necessary to
attack witheut artillery sunport. The plan of atteck wes as follows:
the 2nd Platoon to attack the northern edge of DENGE.SHIIM along the
road runnine southeast of SESSEMHEIM. (Se Map ). The lst Platoon
to ma'-e & wide envelonment and attack along the road running west and
sligh%ly south out of DE?GEJSHEiM. The lst Platoon maneuver was masked -
by the roade in this area which were built up above the ground levél.

rThe attack jumped off at eprroximately 1000 hours. The 2nd Platoon
moved to within one hundred and fifty yards of the western edge of the
town, end wes stopned by emall arme and automatic ﬁqapone f'ire. Meanwhile,
the 1st Platoon had moved around to ths south of DENGELSHEIM, and was
moving into assault position. The mensuver was going as planned, when
one of the 1lst Platcon men, unintertionally fired his rifle. This alerted
tha enemy in the southfrn sector of DELGELSHEIM, and the platoon was
caught in ths open with rifle and machine gun fire. The platoon was
forced %o withdraw, after receiving séveral casualtles.

Meanwhile, the frontal attack over open terrain was pinned down.
The Cempany Cormmander did not fesl that hs could use the 3rd Platoon to
assist due to the fact that it was the only thing left in SESSE.HEIM to
stop an atﬁack on that town from another direction. The Company Commander
~therefore requested assistance from Battalion.  The Battalion Commander,

with a platoon of tanke from Company A, 78lst Tenk Battalion, snd one

R . .
platoon from I, Company, arrived at approximetely 1200 hours. This force,

with what could be withdrewn from the fight of the 2nd Platoon, assaulted
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DENGZLSFLIM from the north. The town was cleared at 1345 hours and
eight nrisonsrs were captured. (18) R Gompény's lossss were three
killed and eight wounded. |

The enewy withdrew to the woods north of DALHUKNDEN, and were
pursuedlby tank fire only, into the woods. Uad the attack been pressed
at this tim=, to continie on snd clsar out the woode north of DALHUNDEN,
and destroy the bridge over the MODER RIVER, the enemy would have bheen
serioualy deiayed in his persistant offensive.

Harrageins amall erms and mortar fire was received from the viecinity
of the DALHUIDEN woods, and considerable difficulty was experienced in
evacuation of the DiIxNGELSHEIM casualties. An air strike was requested
on the DALHU:DEN area, and at 1545 hours four P-47's hombed aﬁd straffed
the town and the woods with unknown effect. (19)

An oubtpost was re-establishéd in DEUGE: SHEIM and reinforced with a
light mechin: gun. sommunication to the outpost was repaired and the
comnany moved back to its positions in SESSENIEIM.

At 1700 hours Colonel Custer arrived in SISSERHZIM with a platoon
of tanks, platoon of A Company and & sguad of Engineers. He stated that
 he had received a mission from Regiment to blow the DALHUNDEN bridge.

Colonel Juster reguested one platoon of B Jompany to assist in this

operation. The 3rd Platoon was assembled and moved out accompanied by
the Company Jommander. T-e -line of. departure for this attack wes the
railrcad treclhks running through the BCIS de SESSENHAIM in K Company'e area.
(See Map ). Upén arrival there it was found *that the taﬁks could not
move over ths railroad smbankment. Darkness was rapidly aposroaching, and

rather than waste iime rsconncitering for another tenk crossing, it was

(18) personal Xnowledge.
(19) A-8, 17 January 1945.
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decided ﬁo move on witheut the tanks. The two platoons mnved out
abreast across the railfoad tracks, with the right platooﬁ under
Golonel Custer guiding on the MODER RIVER. (See Map E). The forrmation
moved to within three hundrad yards of the bridge when the left platoon
encountered enemy riflemen digging in. | A swilft exchange of fire began.
This alerted the enemy troops in DALRUMXDEN and their hobnail boote could
be heard as they poun&ed acrosé the bridge to reinforce. It becaﬁe
obvious that the “ridge could never bs reached. It we.s getting'dérk_
and the men were firine at everything thet moved in the woods. In no
time they would be firing at each other in thé dakness. The attack wae
abandoned and the force withdrew.

_?hetﬁrd Platooﬁ was returned quickly to its positions in SESSENHEIM
in anticination éf a nighé attack. Fowever, the only action throughout
the ni-ht were revorts from the DENGELSHIIM outoost of the sound of tanks
moving in ths vicinity of DALHUNDEN,

At O70C hours on 17 January the outpost in DENGELSHEIM faported the -
movement of enemy fiflemsn and tanks towaré DEHGELSHEIM_and STATTHATTEN.
By 0800 hours the outposts in both towns were driven in. SESSINHEIM
wae now undsr an enem§ attack consistines of aporoximately two Infantry
companise erd four Mark IV tanke. (20). Two of the enemy tanks were
guickly diszbled by értillery fire; and the other two yithdrew to
DEi5.5. SHEIM, Znemy Infantry, however, infiltrated into SESSEEH&IM,Vand
~ houss to house firhtirgy wes taking place. At 1200 hours enesy had infil-
trated ivto ths rear of SES§§§;M from the south. B Compeny wasg now
surrounded.  Pierce fighting from house to house csntinued.

Unon being informed of the situation eafly in the morning, the

Battelion Commander started gathering up = small force to counterattack.

At 1500 hours the counterattaclk was launched ageinst the west side of

(20) personzl knowledge. ;
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SESSENHEIM.  The counterattacking force, under ths.command of Lt. -
golonel Zuster, consistéd of: (21)

1 Rif'le platoon, Company A

1 S31lmm Yortar section, Company D

1 3lmm mértar_section (aé\riflemen)

1 Platoon of tanks, Company A, 7glet1Tank n

2 ranﬁ destroyers, 827th ID En. S

By 1530 hﬁurs thz counteratiack had_progressed to the center of
the towh, ani was joined there by 2 Company Gommander end a few men ffom-
E Comnsrny in that ares. The countersttack had continued on east and
cl=arad the town by 1700 houre. Reorganization was hegun immediately
to restore the defensive positions. In anticipation of an armored snemy
counterattack the tanke were placed in‘position to block thé north and
east apnroaches to the ilown. The tank destroyers were placed in position
to bhlock apnroaches_to the southeast and south of the town. While
vlacing the tank destroyers in position, two enemy Mark IV Tanks were
spctied mcvin: just south cof DENGELSHEIM. Both enemy £anks were.destroyed
by two rounds fired by one of the Tank Destroyers. '(22}'
Although'darknesé was épproaéhing, it was impe:étive that EENGELSHEI&

be resecured. The Battalion Commsrder decided to attack with two
platoons of 3 Company and the platoon of tanke. ' The line of departure
for the attack was to be ﬁhe railroad ﬁracks running along the easterﬁ
edge of SESEINHAIK. (See Map E). The lst and 2nd Platoons were ordered
to move to the line of departure; At this time accurate enemy értillery
and morter fire was falling continuoualj on the esstern part of

SESSENHIIM, malking it extremely difficult tc move the men up to the line

of departure. The attack was to move ocut on ordér_of the Battalion

(21) A-8, January 18, 1945
(22) Personal knowledge.




Commander. Regimental Cannon Company wes réquested to fire .

preparatory fire along the western ed?e-of DENGEASHEIM, which was
aporoximately three hundred yards from ﬁhe line of departure. Teo

_ protect thé.movement of the troops across the line of departure,

amoke wes requeated on DENGELSEEIM. The first round of white

phosphorous fired by the (annon Comwpany was a direct hit on B Company
Jommander's orderly, killing him instantly and wounding ssveral others.

It was nearly dark and despite frantig efforts by the Battallion

Commander, only one tank had been moved ur to the line of departure. e
Thie was due primarily to lack of communication'betﬂeen the taﬁks quﬁ}q
and Infantry. For these reasgns the attack was finally called off,

and the two platcons were moved back to their defensive positions with
instructicne to hold at 81l cost and to be alert for enemy infiltration
during the night. '

Znemy artillery and mortar fire continueﬁ making evacuation of thg
wounded difficult. Interdiction firs falling in the center of
SESSEVHEIM, which was a key road junction to the reer, restricted the
movemsnt of ambﬁlances. Direct hits in the buildings which housed the
kitchen and supply, destroyed the building and all the equipment and
supplies within. 48 midnight sporoached, the morter and artillery firé'
had decreased and by 2400 hours had cesmsed. In the meantime, teléphone '
reports from the piatobns indicatéd that the enemy was infiltrating the.
east and southern sections of ths town in large numbers. The tank
platoon Commander, without notifying B Company Commendsr, withdrew his
vlatoon to SOUFFLENGEIM at eprnroximetely 2300 hours. Anparently, in
an ef”ort to eave hils tanks from,enemy panzerfaust teams. Wire

" commnicatione to the platoons started going out at 0100 hours, and

by 0202 hourse, a8ll wire comrmnication was out and contact with the
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platoons could not be obtained on the 535 radio.  Contect with
Battalion was still intect on the 300 radio. Platoon messengers in
the Company CP were dispatched to gain contact with the platoons and
return. Yone cf the meaéengers returned. Small arms fire throughout
the night hoﬁever, indicated the platoons were making an attempt to
gtoy the infiltration. A

At 0500 hours there was suf“iciént light to observe from the .
second floor of the commend post. The extent of the infiltration was
very apparent. Enem& could be observed everywhere. Four were killed
with rifle fire from the command post windows, within ten yarde of the
building. (23) The'Bittalion'Gommander, msan?hile, had given
instructions to hold out until he was able to move into, and counter-
etteck from,*the southern edge of BIIS dé RCUNTZERHZIM. (See Map E)

Intense small arms fire could be heard from the platoon positions
gince day’iecht, indicatin; tkre platoors were still toldinge out.
Enemy tanks could te heard movin~s about in the southern section of +the
town. An ensmy aid man attempted to enter a side door of command post. o
and waé killed in the‘dbérway. As he fell the machine pistol he wes
carrying clattered to the ground. (24). A few minutes later a Mark IV
tank halted outside the command post end took the building under point
blank fire. PFortunately, the first two rounds were %ired into the
second oor of the building. Ae the building started to burm, it was
decided this was the obvious time to move the command postQ The command
group diesplaced to a previously aglacted Command Poat which was located
in one of the lest buildings on ths road out of SESSNHEIIM to
SOUFT -LhHIIM, arriving there at aprroximately 0845 hours. (Saé Map E)

Small arms fire in the eastern section of the town had guieted

down considerably. Thie indicated the platoons were probably running

(23) Personal knowledge.
(24) personal knowledge.
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out of smmunition ﬁr had.been cartured. - Radio contact was made
with the Pattalion Gommandef,.and all pertinent informetion was
transmitted.

At 0300 houre a groun of nine men, led by Lt. Alvin D. S8quires,
weanone nlatoon leader, joined the commend group. Lt. Squires
reporte? that the remainder of his platoon had either been killed or
captured. 4 emall perimeter was formed with all the men available,
approximately twenty, in an effﬁrt to hold until Colonel Custer
attacked. Thie plan was shor£ lived, for only e few minutes later
8 Mark IV tank halted again at point blank ranged and fired into the
buildings that were occupied. With no anti-tank weapons available
other than ML rifles,‘thers.waé no choice other than to withdraw.

N
The company commﬁnaer ordered the group to withdraw to the BOIS de
AUUNTZINHEIM $o join the Battalion Commander and his group. This wae
. dons without & single casualty, although the tank machine guns kicked
up enow all eround thé men ae they dispersed and ran for the woods.

The sounterattack did not materialize, and SZSSIUHAIM was loat.

In summary, B Company's miaéion to dafend SESSINHIIM was a
disnpal failure. ﬂ Compeny's lossss were mpproximetely one hundred and
thirty five enlisted men and four officers. Information gained from
Lt. Rober% Champion, 2nd Platoon leasder, who was teken prisonsr at
SESSENHIIM aﬁd freed at the end of the war inlMay, ﬁaa that the enemy
losses on 18 January 1945 were very heavy. He further stated that
there were sormany dead and wounded Germens in front of his platoon
rosition, when his platoon ren out of emmunition, that he fearsd
retaliation from the Jermans after he surrendered. From this information
and;parsonal observation of B Company Commender, it is believed that

the Jermen casualties excesded B Company's casualties. Although B
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Company failed in its misesion of holding SESSENEEIM, it did succesd

in prsveﬁting the enemy from exvanding the GAMBBHEIM bridgehead for

8 veriod of eight days. This delay was coetly to the Germsn plan and
contributed to ite eventual defeat.

AHALYSIS'AND CRITICIBM .

1. THE TA3K FORCE MISSICOH
The original ﬁission of Tesk Force Linden, was to locate and

destroy ensmy patrols west of the RHINE, and prevent enemy patrols
from infiltrating across the river. It is believ?d that this mission
could have been accompllshed even though the frontages were gxtsnded'

, .
and the troops inexperienced. Snemy activity however, changed this
mission to one of defense agsinst a major German offensive- On 5 January
1945, as the GAMBSHIIM bridgehead developed, the 232nd Infantry attempted
to defend a front of thirty one miiea. This frontege was more than ten
timea.the disténce nrescribed for a Regiment in defense in cuérent field
manuals. It is the opinion of the writer that had a withdrawal been
made elong the entirs VI Corps fron£ to shorten and sirengthen the lines
prior to thes enemy attack in the GAMPESHZEIM area, a great savings in men
and materiel would heve resulted.

~

2. USE OF INZAPZRIENGED TROQFES

. ' L ]
The uee of inexpsrienced and partially trained troope in the hereto-

fore described oneration, proved to bs cdstly. easgoned troeps would
have done well to dunlicate the feate of the units in%olved. Although

a man learre quickly in actual combet, what he learns {for the most part
are the varioue ways and means of protecting himeelf. Little is learned
from experisnce sbout tearwcrk and coordination, espeéjally on the eq&ad
and platoor level. Teamwork and coordination of effort ie be;b obtainad

by intensive trairing in such, prior to commitment in combat. It i=s
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therefore the opinion of the writer that VI Corps, in view of
the imosnding enemy offensive to retake STRASZOURG and the
SAVERUZ GAP, meMle an error inrcommitting Task Force Linden in
the STRASBOURG area.

%. PIICEMEAL COMMITT:ENT COF B COMPANY AT STATTMATITER

Thé decision to usé the lst Platdon of B Company to asaiét
A Com@any at DRUSENGAIM left only one rifle platoon and the
wespons platoon to defend STATTMATTEN, the other riflie platoon
heing at AUZNHEIM at thet time. This decision left the company
commandsr with ineufficient troops to effectively defend STATTHATIEN.
The valus of ths lgit Platogn to A Company was debatable. The use
of the »latoon to assist 3 Company during the enemy attack on |
STATTHATTIN would neve been invalusble. Had the probing attack
on B Company, on the afternoon of 5 January been more carefully
evaluatad, it is believed that the decision torcommit the platoon
piecemeal to A Company would not have been giv&n.

4. INXPERISHCED LEADERSHIP

During ths attack on STATIMATTEN the Command Post was located
in the center of the town. This location was ideai for the command
and dirsction of the Jompanyls actions; " The decision of the Company
Commander to leave the command post and attempt to influence the
action was very poor. The resuii of this poor decision was the
Company Commender bzcoming cut off from his command group and
commmnications. This =setion channelized his efforts to only a small
portion of the town in which he wes surrounded.

5. AGIION OF TFT OUTPOST IN STATTMATTEN

The capture of the company outpost in STATTVATTEN on 10 Jarmary
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1045 will.proabably never be explained. At best one caﬁ only
sufmise as to just what took ﬁlace. Experience hes sﬁown that on
occasign; new men in combat are reluctant to fire their wearon st
their first enemy. Apparenﬁlylthis reluctance is caused by fear of
enemy retalistion in the event they miss their target. This type of .

behaviour can be attributed to the lack of confidence by the soldier,

in himeelf and his weapon, both the result of insufficlent training.

This could possibly be the resson for the outpost unresisted surrender. ‘”H;

5. CEDUST OF TH3 DEF:ESE I SESSENHEIM

" The decisiﬁn to defend entirely from ﬁuildings iq SESSRENIZIM,
becaves of the cold weather, wes definitély an error. Cbviously,
'buildingé offer good shelter from.the’weathar end the enemy fire.
Conversely, they become eﬁcellent targets for tank fire end permit . | .fﬁ
enewy Infiltration. Dug-in Infantry, by ducking in their fox holes 1 L
may nerwit fhe tenke to pass and then engage the.accompanying foot

troops by fire while still posseseing the advantagé of beings dug-in.

Further, trocpe defending in buildings apd feeling comparatively safe,
are not as_alert for enemy infiltration as tﬂe man in fox holee. The
discomfort caused by the cold weather while occunying fox holes, could i ﬂ
heve been alleviéted at night by roteting the men to the huildings to

get warm. | Doring daylizht houis fewer men could have been_uged.in the

fox holes, while the rest were nearby and ready for immediate use. ;%\
The failurs of the Coﬁp;ny Oomménder to adopt the above procedure waes N
srobably thé primary reason fcr the loss of SESSEFHEIM.

1 FAILIRE 70 BXPLOIT SUGCESS

Cn two occasions, B Jompany failsd to exploit a sucecess, thgreby

permitting the enemy‘to attack agaiﬁ with disastroué results, especially

LY
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in the second instance. The Pirst occesion wes immedietely after
reﬁ&king‘DE?GELSHEIM on 15 Jamary. - With three rifle platopns'and
one tank platocn available, the attack should have contimued inﬁo'
the woode south of DENGELSHEIM, destroyed all enemy north of the
MODER RIVER, and held the bridge until enginaérs could destroy it.
This would haye_deiayed the eﬁamy in employing armor against
SESSENHEIM. The second occagion was the failﬁre-on 17 Jahuary to
continue the attask. After clearins SESSZHHIIM of enemy, the at*-.-;ack_‘
shou'd heve et mied and dri#én the enemy out of DENGELSESIM. THis
‘action wouldAhave delayed the atteck Qﬁ SE3SENHEIM on 18 January,.ﬁnd
perritted the rettalion Commander to strengthen the SESSE‘REIM‘H&&
in time 1o save it. |

1. Yhen it hecﬁmea apparent thét a2 unit's misslion cannot be
accomolished, measures should he feken %o alleviaté that situétion.

2. when it becomés neceésary to.00mmié inexporiaﬁoed aﬁd partially-
trained troops,-they should be committed in 8 comparatively quiet )
sector whers exverience can bs geined with a degree of or&erlineas-

3. Tactical integrity of e unit ielof peramount imoortance and
piccemeal commitmentsf;;(&sually a costiy mistake.

A, A 1ead§r should never allow ﬁiméelf‘to bacowe involved in &
sortion of.anJaction which mi;ht cause him to bacomé separeted frdm the
bulk of hils command. | i |

5. Prior to actual combat & man ehould become imbued with complete.
confidenze of the‘capabilities of himself and hig\wegpﬁn.

5. ‘hen a choice betusen your mens' comfort anghgccomplishmant
"beqomas imper;tive, the accomplishmeni of the mission comes firet.
7. Exploiﬁation of & success is 2 phase of combat that should

never be overlocked.




